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Simply put, theology is the study of God. Even without the formal study
of theology, everyone has developed their own understanding of who God is, His
character, and His relationship with us. To list a few: our life experiences, hearing
others’ testimonies, worshiping corporately, and studying the Bible all contribute
to our understanding of God. After nearly a year and half of lockdown, many of us
have returned to taking trips this past summer. When traveling, | try to spend time
in nature. God’s creation, whether in the form of clouds, mountains, or oceans,
are all reminders of how big He is and how small | am. The beautiful details within
nature only point to our Creator (Romans 1:20).

Yet even in all these ways, we can so easily misunderstand the truth about
God because we are fallen people living in a broken world. Life on this earth is not
as it should be, and we don’t always realize how sin has warped our perspective.
Even as we go directly to God’s Word, we can miss the Biblical truths by misinter-
preting what is being said. Sin always tempts us into thinking we can figure things
out on our own; there’s no need for help from God or more experienced, wiser
Biblical scholars. One thing | learned in my classes that made a lasting impact
is what theologians call the noetic effects of sin. This describes how sin naturally
positions us away from God. Sin has poisoned ALL aspects of our lives to such an
extent that we are unknowingly anti-God.

One of my fears going into youth ministry was unintentionally teaching
things that were not Biblically sound. | knew that there was so much that | didn’t
know that | didn’t know. In conversations with Pastor Rocky, he encouraged me
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to seriously consider studying theology. To teach and disciple the youth in God’s
Word, | have a responsibility to commit to further my limited understanding of
Scripture and growth. | never expected and told the Lord my strong desire to be
done with school for good, but as we know, God has a sense of humor!

God’s humor seems to be most evident in my season of discerning if
God was calling me to youth ministry. It was another instance where | hoped
God would never put me in a situation outside of my comfort zone. The discern-
ment process was long, and I’'m deeply thankful for God’s patience and Pastor
Rocky’s encouragement. While in college, and in my first handful of years after
graduating, my work experience involved around babies, toddlers, and young
children. My love for working with babies came from being a part of their de-
velopmental growth. There is much joy in celebrating the various milestones,
especially in a baby’s first year. I've always had a fear of working with teenagers
because of their attitudes and sass. | was comfortable with babies who couldn’t
talk back like teens can!

In God’s wisdom, | can now look back and see how He was preparing
my heart to work with teens through various ministries like Higher Heights and
OCM’s partnership with Kathy’s Home. In smaller doses, God showed me that
teens aren’t so intimidating and that | can also be a part of their developmental
growth in a different way. While in their pre-teen and teenage years, youth may
not have as many frequent milestones as a baby, I'm still able to care for and
love them in their spiritual and emotional development.

Their journey of knowing God, being known and loved by God, and
committing to following Christ is without a doubt incredibly important. Since I've
started, | learned my need to be present in other areas of their life. In order to
build a mutual trusting relationship with the youth, they need to know that | love
and care for them as a whole, beyond their faith. This happens in the small
moments of talking and playing games on Sunday afternoons after our pro-
grammed fellowship activities, sharing cabins with the youth at conferences, and
having dinner together after Friday Night Bible Study (pre-COVID). If I've gained
enough trust in those small moments, I’'m lucky to be invited a step further into
their lives. I’'m thankful when they share a burden that’s weighing heavy on their
hearts, allow me to go cheer them on in their extracurricular activities, invite me
to their graduation, or just want to go out for bubble tea. It’s such a blessing to
be able to walk with them as they go through pivotal seasons in their life.

Another blessing within youth ministry is being able to partner with
others in building up the youth. God continually provides for Hebron and Cana in
the many devoted adult volunteers that pour their time and love into the youth.
No one is created to serve alone, and it simply is not sustainable to do so.
OCM'’s Youth Ministry is so blessed to have a loving team that gives wholeheart-
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edly in order to be present in the small and big moments of the youths’ lives.
Since Pastor Rocky’s time with the youth, there have many faithful OCMers who
have served the youth for years, near decades. These teachers and advisors are
sometimes able to grow in their relationship long after the youth graduate out of
Hebron and Cana.

In God’s good grace He loves us where we are yet continues to call us
out of what we’re comfortable with so we live and grow in faith. Rather than lean-
ing on our own strengths, these moments allow us to seek God in every step of
the way as we feel stretched. Praise God for the ways He molds our hearts to
seek Him, and by His grace we have glimpses into how truly faithful He is.
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