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Missiona;

| et’s be a Missional Church

Mission means “sending”,
and it is the central biblical theme
describing the purpose of God's
action in human history. God is a
sending God who called His
people, the church to be a sent
people. God is a missionary God
who sends a missionary church to
be missionary agents of His love
and glory. The concept “missional”
epitomizes this idea.

Missional represents a
significant shift in the way we think
about the church. As the people of

a missionary God, we ought to

By Rev. Austin Woo

engage the world the same way
He does—by going out rather than
just reaching out. A proper
understanding of missional begins
with recovering a missionary
understanding of God. By His very
nature God is a “sent one” who
takes the initiative to redeem His
creation. This doctrine, known as
“Missio Dei” meaning “the sending
of God"—is causing many to
redefine their understanding of the

church.



The basic premise of the
Missional Church is that
“‘Missions” is not simply one of the
functions or programs of a church.
It constitutes the very essence or
nature of the Church. Drop the “S,”
God is a God on mission. And
God has sent the church on
mission. Scripture is replete with
sending language that speaks to
the missionary nature of a Triune
God. God the Father sends the
Son, and God the Father and the
Son sends the Spirit, and God the
Father and the Son and the Spirit
sends the church. In the Gospel of
John alone, nearly forty times we
read about Jesus being sent —
either from the evangelist or from
Jesus’ own lips. In the final
climatic sending passage in John’s
Gospel, Jesus sees Himself not
only as one sent but also as one

who is sending:

“As the Father has sent me, 1

am sendi’ng you” (John 20:21).

“As the
Father has
sent me,
lam

The Father is the source of
mission, the Son is the
embodiment of that mission, and
mission is done in the power of the
Spirit. By nature, God is the
“sending one” who initiates the
redemption of His whole creation.
Jesus consistently spoke of
Himself as being “sent” in John'’s
gospel and subsequently
commissioned His disciples for
this same purpose (John 17:3, 8,
18, 21, 23, 25). As the “sent”
people of God, the church is the

instrument of His mission (John



20:21). Because we are the “sent”
people of God, the church is the
instrument of God’s mission in the
world. As things stand, many
people see it the other way
around. They believe mission is an
instrument of the church; a means
by which the church is grown.
Although we frequently say, “the
church has a mission,” according
to missional theology a more
correct statement would be “the
mission has a church.” We must
recognize that the purpose of the

church is derived from the very

nature of a sending, missionary

God, which in turn compels it to be
sent as a missionary people, both
individually and collectively as a

church.

This key distinction clarifies
the difference between a church
with a mission’s program and a
missional church. A church with
missions’ programs usually sees
missions as one activity alongside
many other equally important
programs of the church. A
missional church, on the other
hand, focuses all of its activities
around its participation in God’s
agenda for the
world. God’s
mission must
form and inform
everything we do.
All activities of
the church must
be catalyzed by
and organized
around the Missio
Dei.



As the sent, missionary
people of God, the missional
church understands its
fundamental purpose as being
rooted in God’s mission to restore
and heal creation and to call
people into a reconciled
relationship with Himself. The
church exists to proclaim the
kingdom of God among men and
women. By the same token, the
unbiblical and church-centered
language of “expanding” or
“building” the kingdom of God is
dropped, and the more biblical,

God-centered language of

“seeking,” “receiving,” or “entering’
God’s kingdom is adopted.
Conversion is not just a profession
of faith in Christ. Salvation is not
only the rescue of the individual’'s
soul from the threat of God’s
retribution. The gospel is not
merely the news of what God has
done in Christ to pardon individual
sinners. Rather, the gospel,

salvation, and conversion are

construed much more “holistically”
or “comprehensively,” with ethical
implications for every dimension of
life and the message of
reconciliation, justice, peace,
healing, liberation, and love for
the entire world: “and through Him
God was pleased to reconcile to
Himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, by making

peace through the blood of His

cross” (Colossians 1:20).




A missional community is
patterned after what God has
done in Jesus Christ. In the
incarnation God sent His Son.
Similarly, to be missional means to
be sent into the world; we do not
expect people to come to us. This
posture differentiates a missional
church from an attractional church.
The attractional model, which has
dominated the church in the West
for the past several decades,
seeks to reach out to the culture
and draw people into the church.
Those with a missional

perspective no longer see the

church service as the primary

connecting point for those outside
the church. While there is nothing
wrong with attracting people to
participate in various meetings of
the church, the missional church is
more concerned about sending
the people in the church out
among the people of the world,
rather than getting the people of
the world in among the people of
the church. Some have described
this missional-attractional
distinction as a challenge to “go
and be” as opposed to “come and
see.” A missional theology is not
content with mission being a
church-based work. Rather, it
|  ‘.‘ applies to the whole life of
| every believer. Every disciple

1

is to be an agent of the

|
|

kingdom of God, and every
'\ disciple is to carry the
. mission of God into every
"a sphere of life. We are all
missionaries sent into a

non-Christian culture.



On the other hand, missional churches see their primary function as
one of actively moving into a community to embody and incarnate to
become flesh - the word, deed, and life of Jesus into every nook and
cranny. Alan Hirsch, a leading missional author, and strategist, speaks of
the “missional-incarnational impulse,” where the word “missional”
expresses the sending nature of the church, while “incarnational”
represents the “embedding” of the gospel into a local context. In other
words, “missional” speaks to our direction — we are sent; while being
“‘incarnational” is more about how we go, and what we do as we go.
Eugene Peterson’s “incarnational” rendering of John 1:14 in the Message
paraphrase illustrates this well when it states, “The Word became flesh and

blood and moved into the neighborhood.”

Our God is a Missional God, how can we be a Missional Church?




| want to share withyoua <

testimony of how OCM has been 3‘4‘;‘~

Missional Church to me
personally. | (Pastor Austin) grew
up in Chinatown on Mott Street, 1
block from OCM. | did not grow up
in a Christian family. As | was
growing up in Chinatown, | went to
the local elementary school,
PS130 on Hester Street and
Baxter Street. One of my
classmates who | knew since
kindergarten was Caleb Fung,
Pastor Fung’s son. We were best
friends growing up and | would be
invited to Caleb’s apartment to

work on school

V because back then some of the

“other pastors had a residence in

OCM. Through Caleb’s friendship
and Mrs. Fung’s generous
hospitality to let a local Chinatown
kid come into her house to hang
out, they were being missional and
incarnational. Mrs. Fung didn’t
have to open up her home to
others, but she did and was able
to show Jesus’ love to me. | did
not come to church, but | was
welcomed into a Christian home.
God is a providential God and He
had placed them in my life to show
Christ’ love to me through their

love, care, and

projects or just — hospitality.

to hang out loyal, and God had
born to help in time of

throughout neé&d. started to sow

elementary seeds. It

school and — wasn'’t until

JHS. Caleb years later

and his family during my

lived in OCM freshman

in Room 701 year of



High School that | accepted an
invitation to come to OCM by
attending the youth group. My
parents didn’t object me going to
OCM because they knew OCM
through Caleb and my mom was
friends with Mrs. Fung. It was
through OCM'’s youth ministry that
| accepted Jesus as my personal
Lord and Savior. Who would have
guessed that this local Chinatown
kid would eventually come back to
OCM to serve full time as a
pastor? God knew but it all started
with faithful believers who were

missional and incarnational.

So, my challenge for you
today is to be missional and
incarnational where God has
placed you and the relationships
that He has put into your life
whether in your neighborhood,
schools, or workplaces. Who are
some specific people that you can
focus on to be missional and

incarnational with and what are

10

ways in which we can show Jesus
love and care for them by being

generous and hospitable?

Let’s be a Missional Church
and start planting seeds and pray
that one day they will come to
fruition, and we will be able to see
our lost loved ones and friends
coming to salvation and

reconciling with God.
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