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ᶪ牪犢㮉ጱ괚ፓํ܉܉苭苭牧य़肨抋物괟ᤩ穀ጱᗧᗤฎ蟴괔稗ຢ牏

掘੄牏ฬ眻牏ꖥێ牏疧揫牏ꔭ聱牏毂捷ጱ牐౯݈ꖞ憎ࣁॠӤ牏瑿

Ӥ牏瑿皈ӥ牏竽ၹ愊牧޾ॠ瑿樌Ӟ獥ಅํᤩꗰԏᇔ牧᮷抋物֕氎毂

捷牏疧揫牏ꔭ聱牏稗㵟᮷稳妔ࣖ䌌ଷጱ޾ᗧᗤ牧ꕭک࿞࿞螐螐牦̀
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率牧ᘒ碇೘ฎ౯㮉䌘ᐟಅ哴ጱ嬝率牧౯㮉஠殾಩䌘ᐟጱ嬝率፡괔ṛ
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㵕牐کࢧ硽괡ጱՈ괚犖ྋࣁ蝛侅ጱ괐ے牧ࢩ傶य़疑᮷กጮᵞ꘨碇೘
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ᐟ牏鈓聅ᐟ牐ԊฎྯӞॠ牏ྯӞ䦒牧ྯӞڰ᮷犥౯㮉ጱᐟ傶䰐牧犥

蔯ጱמ䋿傶夠牧犥眤蘛傶ꕻ糽妔纉牧㪔犥౯㮉ꔢጱኞ޸ಅ蔭匍ڊ㬵

ጱঅᤈ傶㬵ꔭ聱纉牐ᐟฎ篷ಅ犋ࣁጱᐟ牦౯㮉ࣁݢᐟጱ肜ಅ捷聅
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ꕍᘒ牧ꕰྋጱ碇೘ฎ괡唰ጱ碇೘牐ℂ扎ᓤ౯㮉ݢ犥፡ک扎Ո

ๅے䌕ဳꔣᵞ꘨ጱ碇೘牐ֺই牧̿吚圸蘛蝱獈纉ጱ槹牪吚捷聅蝱獈

纉ጱᴺ牐吚眤蘛纉牧圸毂纉ጱݷ牦̀ҁ扎 �����҂̿ݻ肍޾苉괎ꔢ

稧牧ࣁ肜࿆ጱ괡Ӿ捷聅纉̀ҁ扎 �����҂ꔢ夹ጱ૶֋㬵괝犖ۣ玎౯㮉

֦̿㮉犋ݢ؊ྊ肞괡牧অ猟ᮎԶ؊ྊ䙼ԧጱՈ牧ׯᥝஂྌ玏ۣ牧碪
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肜妿አፘ吚ग़ጱᓤଏ懿斉य़蔫ጱኞଘ牧虏ꗜᘏ፡کӞ֖盄缏

꘨ጱय़蔫牐ᐟ䟣ꗷय़蔫牏ֵአय़蔫牏यꗰय़蔫牏ᓕ硽य़蔫牏粩訅य़

蔫牐ᐟ藨挷य़蔫牧य़蔫犖ࣁኞ޸Ӿ䋊聜藨挷ᐟ牐ࣁय़蔫ጱኞ޸Ӿ牧

犢犋䥁妿稲ᐟጱ޾ࣁݶ癲覿牐ࣁኞ޸稲纷Ӿ牧य़蔫䋊聜碇೘ᐟ牧犥

眤筕ԏஞࢧ䛑ᐟጱ௮ణꖮ睌䚸牐�
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吚肍޾苉ጱ夹䲰ᤩ螀蝱य़蔫उጱ䦒狡牧य़蔫̿ࣁ肍޾苉ᶎڹ

禅ێ᪡膚牐̀�ꔙӥ ������य़蔫ጱꖯ㵕ݍ碸犢獉ஞጱ岉䅕牐犢犋ኧᛔ

Ԇ瑿獊Ո碇೘蚏㬵牐य़蔫ጱꗧ蛚᪡膚蚤ԏࣁڹ砆螀夹䲰ጱԪկӾ�

ҁ�����҂牧ᐟ䢗穀僂ꔙ୵౮䔶篇ጱ䌘穉牐夹䲰դ蔭ᐟጱࣁݶ牧Ո犋

ꖥࣁᐟጱࣁݶӾਂ茐斕眸ጱஞꔍ牐僂ꔙԪկֵ̿य़蔫䛽ொ肍޾

苉牐̀ҁ���҂ᐟฎ斕眸犋괔ጱ牐ᐟ瑥玭瑿硽疩य़蔫Ӟ璤ᐟ䋊抓牐ಅ

犥牧夹䲰ꖥ䄪殼ڥ螀蝱肍᪠ꔙ獖牧य़蔫Ꭳ螇ᐟ矑羳犢牏䗫羳犢牐य़

蔫䋊괡ԧ碇綗ᐟ牧犖ࣁ碇綗Ӿ碇೘纉牐�
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䛑牐矊嬄ጱ穇㱾ᔂࢧꖮطጱ縄ݶጱՈํ犋ݶӞԪկ牧犋ݶ

ከ牧甇̿ℂ鹹䜛愊薪፡̀牧㶴๚ꖥ꘨괡य़蔫ጱࡅ䗫牧犖䷱ํے獈碇

 
1  “The whole story of David and Michal concludes on a poised ambiguity 
through the suppression of casual explanation: is this a punishment from God, or 
simply a refusal by David to share her bed, or is the latter to be understood as the 

೘ጱᤈڜ牐甇̿ஞ愊疰斕憙犢牐̀ҁ����҂妿෈ᇙ獨൉݊ᔂከฎ

̿矊嬄ጱ穇㱾̀ҁ㷢 ������������҂牧౲战肜妿֢ᘏิᐏय़蔫ꖮᔂከ

ጱ৒঴ਂ茐盄ग़硰လጱࢩᔰ牧犖战य़蔫犖䷱ํꕰྋጱ䙄螂蝡㮆穇

Ո牐̿矊嬄ጱ穇㱾ᔂከ牧ꕭکꔱ෭牧䷱ํኞ訅㱾穇牐̀ҁ����҂膑

夹䋊ᘏ5REHUW�$OWHU 瞲ڊ牧ᔂከӞꕭ䷱ํኞ訅㱾穇蚤य़蔫䷱ํꗖ蜱

甇ํ橕牐��౯藨傶蝡ฎݳቘጱവ介牐य़蔫ꖮᔂከጱ橕狌ฎፘ吚괺꘎

ጱ牧㶴覍ଉ䌃䋿牐扖抋ࢧ㬵牧舙犋ℂ犢㮉ጱ橕狌፡蝡ྦྷ妿෈牧ᘒฎ

ℂ碇೘ጱ薫ଶ藢朰牧य़蔫ฎ碇೘ᘏ牧ᔂከฎෟ薪ᘏ牐ෟ薪ᘏ薪፡碇

೘牧㶴ꖮ碇೘ጱ䁰วכ೮蚣櫝牧碇೘ᘏ㶴ꖙ蛪ࣁ碇೘Ӿ牐ෟ薪ᘏ࿞

犋ꖥ꘨괡碇೘ᘏጱஞह޾妿稲牐�

�

碇೘Ӿ牧Ոᛔꕍ虋괔盏ੜ牏ꔾੜ牧蝡ฎ஠ꕍጱ奾ຎ牐य़蔫ࣁ

䌘ᔂከጱ抋扖ݍ碸蝡ොᶎጱꕰቘ物̿౯஠ࣁ肍޾苉ᶎڹ᪡膚牐౯犖

஠ๅܑے盏牧ᛔ૩፡傶斕搛牐̀�����������ᐟࣁय़蔫ጱஞӾ氥य़
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agency for the former?” Robert Alter, Ancient Israel: The Former Prophets: 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings (New York: Norton, 2013), 460. 
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Ո牐̀��ꔙӥ ������舣෈肜妿1/7��1HZ�/LYLQJ�7UDQVODWLRQ��಩̿Ԇ

 
 。ߝ扎ᓤ̾Ӿ牧ಅํᰂ扎᮷ฎय़蔫ጱ֢̽ࣁ  2
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3  皰㾴ਧ物̽扎ᓤҁܫӞ҂̾ҁ굉჈物ॠ螇牧����҂牧殷 ���。 
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A Worshipful Life -- "Reflection on the Worship 
Ministry”  
 
Trung Li 

By the grace & mercy of God, I have an opportunity to 
share the works of God's hands in OCM during the past two years 
in my serving perspective. 

 
As I count back the days, I was elected as one of the new 

Steering Committee members in October 2019, four months 
before the arrival of the pandemic in the US in our very midst. The 
memories are still fresh in my mind that I was advised to choose 
the Worship Ministry when asked where I would like to serve in 
the various church ministries.  It is a tradition that new SC 
members get to choose first the ministry they would like to serve 
in for the coming years.  I was told that it was the most relaxing 
ministry then.  Well, I guess it really was coming the beginning of 
March 2020.  After many hours of leadership meetings, joint 
leadership meetings, nightly zoom calls, it was decided that the 

doors of OCM will be closed for the safety of OCMers. 
Immediately I was "unemployed" from the Worship Ministry. 

 
A few weeks into the lockdown of New York City and closed 

doors of the church, my worship life has been tested to be 
fragile.  I was not trained or equipped to have family worship with 
two active kids at home.  I was never so unprepared or ready to 
worship God on Sundays.  I was guilty of Pastor Tingson's 
reminders from his sermons that we should not dress 
inappropriately or eat breakfast during worship.  I was thankful for 
God's gentle reminders through Pastor Tingson. 

 
I remember in the Bible that often God would allow the 

interruption of gatherings of His people so that they would have 
no choice but to break up and go elsewhere to lead more people 
to follow Him.  But we could not do that in 2020 due to mitigation 
efforts to stop the spread of the virus by masking up, social 
distancing and lockdown, etc.  I am thankful for modern 
technology where we could continue to meet via Zoom for 
fellowship, form small groups to provide support for one another 
during difficult times and encourage one another to grow 
spiritually. 
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We saw in the Bible that God's people were called into His 
presence to be sanctified and equipped in the truth so that when 
they return to their homes, they could make a positive impact on 
people's lives and bring people to God.  I shared earlier that my 
worship life was put to test and tested to be fragile.  I realized if 
the quality of my worship life is poor, I will not be able to bring 
people to God.  As a matter of fact, if my worship life and 
 fellowship life do not allow me to experience God, I will not be 
"spiritually charged" to lead others to Jesus. 
 

I believe that God placed a burden in Pastor Tingson's heart 
to help OCMers like myself to go through the challenging times 
and continue to live out a worship life worthy of His 
calling.  Around late May or early June 2020, Pastor Tingson met 
with me and shared the need to resume Worship Ministry at 
church by inviting worship teams and presiders as the first group 
to return starting in July 2020.  He was very clear in making sure 
that in order for us to return to the 154 building to serve that we 

would need to have the support of our 
families.  Thankfully, many of the volunteers, 
along with the support of their families, 
agreed to serve physically in the church.  The 
support of the administrative staff was also 
crucial to the Worship Ministry especially 
since the beginning of the pandemic.   

 
Starting July 5, 2020, I was "employed" 

again.  I remember arriving early to church every 
Sunday and sat through three services which it had 

never happened to me since I started to attend OCM in January 
2001.  I felt so blessed like Mary in Luke 10:42 "...Mary has chosen 
what is better..."  There were also Sundays where I would preside, 

lead singing and control power point at the same time.  I came to 
find out that Pastor Tingson, along with CMo and JB, had been 
playing multiple roles at the same service, too.  Praise God for His 
faithful servants to serve among us even in difficult times.  Other 
pastoral staff also returned to the church building to preach 
starting August 2020.  And more OCMers responded to God's love 
to come back and serve.  Translators also returned and so did the 
audio, video & PPT controllers.  Eventually on October 4, 2020, we 
first re-opened the doors of OCM for OCMers to returned for 
worship and the ushers also returned. 

 
It is God's grace and mercy that when the doors of OCM 

were reopened for in-person worship, many OCMers were willing 
to come and gathered for corporate worship.  I remember sharing 
with some pastoral staff from OCMA churches at the OCMA 
Leadership Retreat that we had been having in-person corporate 
worship on Sundays and they shared that they were struggling 
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with the re-opening process.  Serving in the Worship Ministry 
allows me to be a witness of God's abundant grace upon His 
church and my family.  We have been through many challenges in 
2020 & 2021 as a church and within our own families.  We can 
rationalize our decisions to fellowship & worship in the spiritual 
family.  John 1:14 says "So the Word became human and made his 
home among us.  He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's 
one and only Son."  God has truly shown His unfailing love and 
faithfulness to OCM.  

 
May we continue to worship the One and Only true living 

God in 2022 because He alone deserves all of our glory, praises, 
and honor!  And may He overflow our cup of love, joy, peace, and 
hope so that our daily lives will be a living testimony of Jesus. 
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8 我們四面受敵，卻不被困住；心裡作難，卻不致失望； 9 

遭逼迫，卻不被丟棄；打倒了，卻不致死亡； 11 因為我們

這活著的人是常為耶穌被交於死地，使耶穌的生在我們這必

死的身上顯明出來。 （哥林多後書 4：8,9,11）。 
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6 我現在被澆奠，我離世的時候到了。 7 那美好的仗我已

經打過了，當跑的路我已經跑盡了，所信的道我已經守住

了。 8 從此以後，有公義的冠冕為我存留，就是按著公義

審判的主到了那日要賜給我的；不但賜給我，也賜給凡愛慕

他顯現的人。（提摩太後書 4:6-8） 
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When I Think of Pastoral Ministry 
 
Min��Barnabas Ng 
 

In this article, I will be briefly presenting my personal views 
on pastoral ministry, including the call to the pastorate, the 
sacrifices of the pastor, the care of the pastor, and an 
encouragement for those running the race.  

 
My beginning thoughts on pastoral ministry begin in John 

10:11-13, where Jesus declares himself to be the good shepherd 
who lays down his life for his sheep in contrast to the hired hand 
who is only there for the pay. The main idea for pastors here is 
that the pastor loves and cares for his sheep. As the pastor is a 
shepherd under the Great Shepherd Jesus Christ, he is to fulfill his 
role similarly by faithfully loving and caring for his sheep to the 
point of laying down his life for them. Unlike the hired hand that is 
only in it for the money, the pastor goes above and beyond his job 
description. He does not lay down his life for his sheep only 
because he is receiving a large paycheck or good benefits or a 
retirement plan, but because he truly loves and cares for his 
sheep. The pastor puts the life of his sheep before his own 
standard of living; he puts the reward of seeing his sheep flourish 
above his own accolades; he puts the upward maturity of his 
sheep over his own upward mobility; In short, the pastor lays 
down his life for the sheep. That is quite a job description, if it is  
even in the job description: “Works well with diverse team, able to 
keep cool under pressure, able to preach and teach regularly, 
willing to lay down his life for his sheep.”  
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Perhaps it is that hidden clause that turns so many away 
from pastoral ministry. I remember hearing from my own 
professors 10 years ago that at least 2 out of 5 students in our 
class would quit pastoring in the first 5 years of our ministry. Many 
of us thought that it would not be us. Not us! However, the point 
is, to be honest, that the pastorate is a difficult calling. As I have 
been told, many begin strong, but not many complete the race. 
Although the reasons for quitting vary, it does not dilute the hard 
truth that the call to pastoral ministry is a call to lay down one’s 
life. 

 
The Apostle Paul was prescient as he wrote about his own 

struggles, which pastors today can relate to: 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed…For we who live are 
always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that 
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh 
(2 Corinthians 4:8,9,11). 

Which pastoral search committee would use this passage 
to attract potential candidates? Probably not many! But that is the 
call. It reminds me of what the missionary Jim Elliot, a man who 
died at the hands of those he was trying to witness to, wrote in his 
journal, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain 

what he cannot lose.” The cost is great, but not higher than the 
costly grace that purchased our salvation. Would I be willing to die 
for the sake of the one who died for me?  

  What are just some things that the pastor must die to for 
the sake of his ministry? There is a death to riches and wealth. 
Those entering the ministry may be coming from a more lucrative 
career with a far more stable income. They should be ready to 
receive less and to have lesser hopes for upward mobility. In fact, 
they may likely move downward. And even those who enter fresh 
from seminary should be prepared to live modestly and not 
luxuriously by the world’s standards. I am not saying that pastors 
should be content with being severely underpaid, as many report 
being, but they must be simultaneously content with riches of a 
different kind. 

 
There is also a disruption of family life. To exercise 

hospitality, they may have more guests over and even uninvited 
ones or unscheduled ones. There may be many phone calls or 
texts that interrupt their time with their spouse, especially when 
there is a crisis in a church member’s life. The area in which they 
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serve may not have the best schools, 
but their children may have to go 

there because it is where God has 
called them to be. There may be 
relatives who reject 
Christianity and reject them for 
being a Christian leader. There 
can be many disruptions. 

 
There is also the reality of 

ministry. Not all staff members will 
be as generous and kind as they ought 

to. Not all church members will appreciate the work that they do. 
If they are a people pleaser, they may find that it is impossible to 
please everybody, and indeed it is unrealistic. They may 
experience more fatigue and stress than ever before from the 
constant demands from ministry and from inadequate support 
from their own church leadership or congregation. Indeed, 
“pastoral burn out” is not atypical. In a recent study from The 
Barna Group during the ongoing pandemic, 68% of pastors 
surveyed said they have felt overwhelmed regularly during the 
four weeks prior to the survey taken. This experience, other 
studies show, is not unique to the pandemic! 

 
This leads me to mention the need for “soul care.” Pastors 

need a way to rest and recover. Pastors may need a regular 
meeting with a counselor or mentor in order to talk things out, be 
prayed over and the like, with the idea that they will be served 
instead of serving. Pastors need regular time off to find 
refreshment through quality time alone with God and quality time 
with friends and family. Pastors can let their leaders know, for 
example, that they will be turning off slack notifications and not 

checking email during a 24-hour period once a week. They need a 
rhythm of rest built into the routine of the hard work of ministry. 
How can one feed the sheep if one is constantly starving? 

 
To summarize, I have briefly presented my personal views 

on pastoral ministry, including the call to the pastorate, the 
sacrifices of the pastor, and the care of the pastor. In writing 
these, I am not saying I have arrived at a point where I do not need 
to follow my own advice! My journey continues. 

 
I would like to end with an encouragement. I want to 

remind myself and others considering the pastoral ministry to be 
very mindful of the costs and to wisely consider if pastoral ministry 
is a right fit because it is not meant for everyone. However, I also 
want to remind us in the ministry or considering the ministry that 
we ought not to fear because God and his grace goes with us. As 
Paul said to the Corinthian church, “But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. 
On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me” 
(1 Corinthians 15:10). So, 
count the cost, work hard, 
but remember the one who 
has been working in you and 
the one who is with you. He 
has led you thus far and   will 
continue leading you to the 
finish line. As Paul wrote to 
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Timothy, may we also picture the finish line as do the work of the 
ministry, 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

May the grace of God that is with you and with me 
continue to empower us to fight the good fight, run the race, as 
we count all costs incomparable to the prize of knowing Christ and 
leading others to know him. Take care! 
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For in all things, God had His own perfect will 
And I’ll Praise Him till very end 
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