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How
People
how people change Change

X/ ENEN Kevin Ng

It has been 14
months since we came
back to OCM. During these
14 months, our lives have
Timothy S. Lane | Paul David Tripp changed. Because of
COVID and the pandemic,

we couldn't come to church

before. Additionally, we were
busy working from home and managing the online school. We knew OCM provided
online worship, but we couldn’t focus on it. Even during that period, some brothers and

sisters reached out to us, but | didn’t feel much connection.

| questioned why we needed to go back to church and why we needed to gather? |
was fine living this way without coming together - until the summer of 2023. A brother
invited us to an activity, and during it, he asked when we were planning to return to OCM.

That night, my wife, Susana, asked me when we should go back. | wasn’t sure at that
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moment. | thought we were managing fine without others. So, | delayed my decision until
Susana asked again. Finally, we returned in mid-August 2023. Since then, our family has

needed to adjust to our new life.

2 M%

"Essential for Growth

-

In March 2024, we attended a Sunday school class called "How People Change." It
made a significant impact on our lives. The class is based on a book with 12 chapters,
each chapter discussing how to transform into a better Christian. Chapter 3, in particular,
struck me deeply. It talks about the importance of fellowship in our lives. In Ephesians 2:
14-22, Paul makes this clear when he says that God “has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility” (v.14), “that he might create in himself one new man" (v.15), and
that we “are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” (v.19),
and we are "being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (v.22)
Therefore, it is impossible for us to become Christians after God'’s heart if we are only
with God but apart from God’s people. That is not God's intention. We need to be part of
God’s people in order for us to undergo life transformation. It is difficult for us to think that

Christianity is a religion of “only God and me.” As | mentioned earlier, | am a Christian,
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but | don’t attend church. For me, in the past, having a relationship with God was
sufficient; | didn’t see the need to go to church. This passage (Eph. 2:14-22) clearly
emphasizes that our salvation involves connecting ourselves with God and with His
people. We are united not only in heaven before the throne of God, but also through our

personal relationship with Him, which connects us to other believers here and now.

It reminds me that as Christians, we are not only children of God but also members
of God's family. We cannot achieve growth and renewal, and thus experience divine
abundance, by working alone. Right now, we are enjoying our time of fellowship with
brothers and sisters and feeling their support and love. It feels new and refreshing in our

lives.

This book covers many topics on how to transform our Christian lives. | have
learned a lot from it. Of course, | cannot change all at once, but it reminds me every day

of what | have learned.
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